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Gems of Germany, Belgium & the 
Netherlands with Floriade Brussels to Cologne  8 Days

Witness a young, vibrant Europe alongside the 
treasures of its luxurious past 

Sail through three countries, visiting some of the most 

exciting cities in Western Europe and delighting in the 

sights and sounds of this dynamic region. Sail the 

Rhine and its Dutch and Belgian tributaries, which 

provide a link to the region’s rich historical past as 

well as a vantage point from which to witness its 

present-day vitality.

Experience cosmopolitan Brussels, the “Capital of 

Europe”; sparkling Antwerp, center of the worldwide 

diamond trade; hip, sophisticated Maastricht, the 

gastronomical capital of the Netherlands; Venlo, 

location of Floriade 2012, a decennial expo of all things 

botanical; and Cologne, home to Cologne Cathedral, the 

tallest Gothic structure in Europe. En route, sail past a 

dreamy countryside rich with UNESCO World Heritage 

sites, imposing castles, and quaint villages. 

You will discover the best of the old and the new 

Europe. Visit museums that house the treasures of the 

great masters and galleries where the cutting edge of 

contemporary art alternately draws its inspiration from 

or leaps beyond art’s historical tradition.

Who will enjoy this cruise: Travelers who want to 

experience past and present Europe up close and 

witness how this region of such varied cultures, 

languages, and food has come together to form a 

common Europe—united yet diverse. 

Epicurean Adventurer Program

Program includes: Chocolate demonstration and 

tasting at the artisanal Planet Chocolate factory | 

Family brewery visit with beer tasting | Special wine 

and food pairing dinner From

$2,399 per person,
cruise only

Brussels, Belgium34

Gems of Germany, Belgium & 
the Netherlands with Floriade
River Cruise Package Includes:

7-night cruise in a riverview stateroom on the 

stylish River Ambassador

All meals onboard, prepared using the 

fi nest and freshest ingredients

7 breakfasts, 5 lunches, 7 dinners

Captain’s Welcome Gala and Farewell Dinners

Complimentary fi ne wines, choice of beer, 

and soft drinks during lunch and dinner 

onboard; replenished bottled water daily 

in your stateroom; and 24-hour specialty 

coffee and tea bar

Included choice of excursion to Venlo for 

Floriade 2012—the International Horticultural 

Expo held only once every 10 years 

8 excursions, including 2 “Choice Is Yours” 

options, fully hosted by English-speaking 

local guides

An experienced Cruise Manager and 

attentive, all English-speaking staff

State-of-the-art Quietvox portable audio 

headset system on all shore excursions

Use of bicycles and Nordic walking sticks 

throughout your cruise

Captivating onboard local entertainment

Signature Lecture: “A Unifi ed Modern 

Europe: from Maastricht to Brussels”

Exclusive Epicurean Adventurer Program™

All transfers on arrival and departure days 

(please see transfer guidelines on page 170)



Brussels to Cologne Cologne to Brussels

Day Port/City Day Port/City
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Cruise Start Dates: April 1,* 8, 15,* 22 | May 13,* 20 | June 10,* 17 | July 8,* 15 | August 5,* 12 | 
September 2,* 9

* On these dates, cruise operates from Cologne to Brussels.

1 Brussels (embark)

2 Brussels

3 Antwerp

4 Maastricht

5 Venlo (Floriade or Venlo)

6 Cruising the romantic Rhine 
River, Cologne

7 Königswinter, cruising the 
romantic Rhine River, Cologne

8 Cologne (disembark), transfer to 
the Düsseldorf airport

1 Düsseldorf airport, transfer to 
Cologne (embark)

2 Cologne

3 Königswinter, cruising the 
romantic Rhine River

4 Venlo (Floriade or Venlo)

5 Maastricht

6 Antwerp

7 Brussels

8 Brussels (disembark), transfer to 
Düsseldorf airport

Cologne, Germany
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Gems of Germany, Belgium & the Netherlands 
with Floriade Brussels to Cologne  8 Days

Day 1 | Brussels (embark) b e
Arrive at Brussels Airport where you’ll be transferred to 

the ship. (D)

Day 2 | Brussels b U C
Featured Excursions: Brussels city tour and exclusive 

chocolate demonstration and tasting at Planet Chocolate 

factory

Your panoramic tour of Brussels presents this European 

village in all its splendor. From the Atomium Monument, 

symbol of a modern Belgium, you’ll travel up grand 

boulevards, where elegant palaces rub shoulders with the 

gleaming modern structures that house the institutions 

of the European Union, and down narrow lanes, where 

citizens have lived and worked for hundreds of years. 

Arrive at the Grand-Place—the magnificent city center 

—where the Gothic spires that rise from City Hall 

testify to the importance of this mercantile city in 

Medieval times. Then discover the delights of Belgian 

chocolate at an artisanal chocolate factory where the 

maitre chocolatier will share his secrets and offer a 

tasting of this country’s most delicious export. (BB, L, 

Captain’s Welcome Gala)

Day 3 | Antwerp U
Featured Excursions: Antwerp walking tour and exclusive 

Belgian brewery with beer tasting

A guided morning stroll through the compact city center 

reveals Antwerp’s Medieval splendor. See City Hall and 

the guild houses surrounding Grote Market, and visit 

Our Lady’s Cathedral—the highest cathedral in the Low 

Countries and home to four paintings by Rubens, one of 

the city’s most famous residents. Along with chocolate, 

the most beloved Belgian comestible export has to 

be beer, and this country takes its beer very seriously. 

Enjoy an exclusive visit too a family-owned brewery 

for a tasting and learn how Belgium’s brewing history 

traces its roots to the 17th century Trappist monks 

who produced beer to feed their community. Spend the 

afternoon at leisure exploring Antwerp’s fine shopping 

and exquisite museum collections. The city was home 

to an astounding concentration of artistic genius in 

the 16th and 17th centuries—with the Brueghels, van 

Dyck, and Rubens just the tip of the iceberg—and 

today is the center of the worldwide diamond trade. 

(BB. L, D)

Day 4 | Maastricht

Featured Excursion: Maastricht walking tour 

This morning’s guided stroll of the city center introduces 

you the culture and history of this Dutch provincial 

capital which straddles the river Meuse (Maas). Known 

as the gastronomic capital of the Netherlands, Masstricht 

has also played a strategic role in European politics—

most recently hosting the 1992 signing of the treaty 

that gave the EU the Euro. The city has a beautiful 

historic center and enjoys the cultural influences of 

an international population of students intermixed with 

antique dealers, outstanding restaurants, world-class 

art, fabulous shopping, and a green market every day 

but Sunday. (BB, L, D)

Day 5 | Venlo (Floriade) y b c
Featured Excursions: Choice of Floriade 2012 OR Venlo 

walking tour

Take an excursion to Floriade for a full day of music, 

art, and cultural events celebrating the botanical world. 

This International Horticultural Expo is held just once  

every 10 years in the Netherlands, and this year it 

covers over 160 acres of Venlo, with exhibits exploring 

The Rhine River, Germany



37

green energy, healing, and botanical innovation. You will delight in the world-class 

expo of pioneering architecture to local and international cuisine and lively performances. 

Venlo is the perfect setting for a multi-sensory celebration of the natural world, as it was 

named Europe’s “Greenest City” just a few years ago. Alternatively, you may choose to 

explore the city of Venlo on a guided walking tour. Discover the city’s history, which dates 

to Roman times, and take a scenic stroll or bike ride along the Meuse River. Enjoy lunch 

on your own at one of the many cafés at Floriade or relax with a picnic on the river bank. 

(BB, D) 

Note: On the April 1 departure, the order of sights will vary to accommodate the April 5 start date of Floriade.

Day 6 | Cruising the romantic Rhine River, Cologne y b U m
Featured Excursions: Choice of Cologne walking tour with cathedral OR Roman-Germanic 

Museum and exclusive Kölsch beer tasting 

This morning, relax as you sail down the Rhine to Cologne, enjoying the exquisite scenery 

from your ship’s panoramic deck. Then discover one of Germany’s oldest cities, which 

was founded in 38 BC and named after its earliest Roman settlement, Colonia Claudia  

Ara Agrippinensium. On your guided tour of Cologne’s Old Town, you’ll see Romanesque 

churches, the Renaissance City Hall, Medieval houses, and UNESCO-designated 

Cologne Cathedral—one of the tallest Gothic buildings in the world. Or choose to take a 

guided tour of the fascinating Roman-Germanic Museum including the beautiful Dionysus 

mosaic. Afterward, mingle with the locals at a tavern when you join in an exclusive 

tasting of Kölsch, the popular local brew served in test tube-like glasses. The rest of 

the evening is yours to spend as you please, whether you go back to re-examine the 

city’s architecture, explore a museum, or engage in world-class shopping on downtown’s 

pedestrian mall. (BB, L, D)

Day 7 | Königswinter, cruising the romantic Rhine River, Cologne b U C
Featured Excursion: Exclusive Castle Drachenfels by cogwheel rail

Awaken in the quaint village of Königswinter, which lies at the foot of the Siebengebirge. 

We are entering the romantic Rhine, where many more than Siebengebirge (seven 

mountains) provide the dramatic backdrop to this storybook part of Germany. It is here 

that Siegfried slew the dragon and the sinister Hagen sank the treasure in the Rhine— 

a legend immortalized in Wagner’s Der Ring der Nibelungen. Your ride on the nostalgic 

cogwheel rail to the dragon’s former lair, Drachenfels (Dragon Rock), takes you to an 

exclusive visit to Castle Drachenfels and a stunning panoramic view of the Rhine Valley. 

Then relax onboard your ship as you sail back to Cologne. (BB, L, Captain’s Farewell Dinner)

Day 8 | Depart Cologne e b
Disembark the ship in Cologne and transfer to the Düsseldorf airport for your flight 

home. (CB/BB)

Pay-in-Full Savings

Pay in full at time of booking to SAVE $800 per couple ($400 per person) on category 

1 staterooms and suites. SAVE $600 per couple ($300 per person) on category 3 & 2 

staterooms. Offer expires September 30, 2011.

Early Booking Savings

Book and deposit at time of reservation to SAVE $300 per couple ($150 per person). 

Offer expires November 30, 2011.

Pricing Details Per Person

Cruise Cruise 
Start Dates Only Ship

Cruise Cruise 
Start Dates Only Ship

Apr 1* $2,399 River Ambassador

Apr 8 $2,449 River Ambassador

Apr 15*  $2,599 River Ambassador

Apr 22 $2,699 River Ambassador

May 13,* 20 $2,899 River Ambassador

Jun 10,* 17 $2,899 River Ambassador

Jul 8,* 15 $2,849 River Ambassador

Aug 5,* 12 $2,849 River Ambassador

Sep 2,* 9 $2,999 River Ambassador

Category 2 $400

Category 1 $800

Suite $1,495

See Deck Plan on page 156

– Pay-in-Full and Early Booking Savings cannot be combined. – Prices listed in US dollars. – Travel document shipping/handling fee of $5 per person applies.
– Airfare is not included in the prices listed above. Please inquire at time of booking for best available airfare pricing.
– Port Charges: $126 – Prices shown above include cruise in Cat. 3, Moselle Deck – A limited number of singles are available for an additional supplement. 
* On these dates, cruise operates from Cologne to Brussels. Please visit uniworld.com for reverse itinerary and more information.

To upgrade to a higher category stateroom, add the following per-person price below:

Maastricht, the Netherlands


